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admire Dickens. He is English, you know, and fellow John Bull-ism is a bond of sympathy all the world over. Pray God fervently that Mr. P. may never have any worse f ailing, as I believe he has not. I went to Richmond the other day, and it was a sight worth seeing to see the negroes. No monarch ever had such a body guard so true, so faithful, and so loving. It is worth the war to have liberated a race so kindly and so grateful. Infamous, most infamous will the Republican party collectively and individually be if for one moment or in one jot or tittle we abate the protection thrown around that people to save them and their children from a worse fate than that to which slavery had doomed them if we desert them now.
Whether I go farther South depends on the political future. Grant will be our President, I fear, and with that, storm and trouble enough.
But you are removed from these turmoils, and why should I afflict you with them? Only when the mind is in a rut, it is difficult to divert the thought, even for an instant. I shall not see Dickens, so that I will not be able to compare impressions with you, but I have so much confidence in yours that I am willing to adopt them.          j^ mogt ^ R
From Mrs. James Parton to General Butler
NEW YORK, February 4th, 1868
DEAR GENERAL: I find the enclosed in the Nation of this week. My beloved "Jim" also gets a "dig" in the same, but, unlike, no sugar-plum with it. I devoutly endorse the editor's wish that "you had all the radicals in charge, for then he would catch it." He is an Englishman.
Yours truly, FANNY FERN (Mrs. JAMES PARTON)
General Butler to Mrs. Parton
Feb. 10, 1888
MY DEAR MRS. PARTON: You and I have become equally callous to newspaper praise or blame. Either can be purchased for a penny a line, and dear at that. Your kind remembrance in sending me the slip, however, is worth to me more than all the praise, if it was worth all the editor believes it to be. I think Grant will stagger into the White House. To this complexion have we come at last. Give my best regards to Mr. Parton, and say I agree with him it does not pay to smoke.
Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER